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At the Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 28 February 2017 at 7.00 pm there were present:

Cllrs
 

Mr P Kay 




(Mayor)





Mr N Penny



(Deputy Mayor)





Mrs C Allaway-Martin





Mr K Ball





Mr C Elsmore





Mrs E Elsmore




Mr I Baird




Mr T Hale




Mrs N Holloway 




Mrs H Lusty 





Ms A Lapington


(Town Clerk)





Mr C Haine



(Administrative Assistant)
Public

Mr W Williams and Dist.Cllr. James
175. Apologies were noted from Cllrs Thompson & Whittington
176. Cllr Kay declared a personal interest in item 182 and 197.  Cllr Penny a pecuniary interest 

in Items 182, 190 and 193.  Cllr Baird a pecuniary interest in Item 193 

177. There were no dispensation requests
178. To approve the minutes of 31 January 17 


It was proposed that the minutes of 31 January 2017 be agreed 



Proposed Cllr Penny

Seconded Cllr Holloway 


On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed
179. To raise matters arising from the meeting 31 January 17


There were no matters arising

180.
To hear the report from the Police
There was no Police report presented and, in light of there being no Police presence to provide a verbal report, Cllr Ball expressed disappointment, although the Council overall recorded appreciation for the good work the Police undertook in Coleford.
181. To note reports from District and County Councillors (for information only)

District James reported on GGC’s Fracking Consultation Document, that it had now gone through full consultation at District Council, and is now ultimately for GCC to agree.

A meeting was held with regard to wild boar, and was attended by a number of Town/Parish Councils and the four towns of the Forest were all represented.  A committee has, in turn, been formed and will become more strategic in addressing this ingoing issue.

To note that significant funding had been made to support College development in the area, and encouragement at the level of funding provided.

Cllr. Elsmore agreed with the financial reports already reported upon, and was also encouraged by the Coleford precept increase of 1.6%.

Cllr Allaway-Martin reported that she had attended the Gloucestershire Homes & Community Partnership, with its primary focus to address the target to build 50,000 more homes in the area, which is being pursued through several Task Groups, and alternative methods are also now being looked at (e.g. kit homes).  Support from the Town Council is sought.
A paper has also been submitted to the District Council with regard Syrian Refugees, and a bid has now been formally made to accommodate one family.  

A meeting was also attended in respect of space for burials, and that the Town Council would be formally asked what space is available over the next 15 years.  

Cllrs Penny left the room at 7.15pm

182. To agree payments (see attached)


It was proposed that the payments be agreed.




Proposed Cllr Ball
 

Seconded Cllr Holloway

On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed 


Cllr Penny re-entered the room at 7.19pm

183.
To agree petty cash payments (see attached)

It was proposed that the payments be agreed 




Proposed Cllr Ball 


Seconded Cllr Holloway

On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed 

184. To note the cash book & the bank reconciliation 

Cllr Kay expressed disappointment that, for the past three Full Council meetings, there had not been a full bank system reconciliation from the electronic accounting system.  It was noted that this was due to the Service Provider’s System errors. Cllr Kay emphasised the importance for the accounting system to be resolved urgently. This was noted.
185. To note the monthly budget figures (see attached)
The budget figures were noted, with some clarification sought on various cost centre allocations and expenditure.

186. To agree to the amount given to the Mayor’s Charities.

Cllr Kay reported on a very successful Civic Reception, in that a generous amount of £3,973 had been raised for the two nominated charities, and that a further £600 for each charity had also been donated by NISA Supermarket, Coleford, taking the total to £5,173.  Cllr Penny proposed that the overall amount should be ‘rounded-up’ to £6,000 from Town Council funds. All agreed. It was also proposed that a formal note of thanks be recorded, for Cllr Kay’s Wife, Michelle Kay, for her support and having worked closely with the Town Clerk in organising this Civic event.



Proposed Cllr Penny

Seconded Cllr Holloway
On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed 

187. To agree to the actions regarding the increased litter on the road side verges
Cllr Ball expressed great concern about the state of the litter across the Forest, and whilst acknowledging the road side collections were carried out, was concerned about the litter that spills from the collection lorries, especially the roads leading to the Recycling Centre.  Also concerns about the state of dog litter and the attitude of a number of inconsiderate dog owners, hanging bags on trees, etc, Other Councillors agreed, and shared experiences of what they had also seen.  Education and awareness were thought to be the main ways to start addressing this issue, and a Town Council Press Release was proposed to raise concerns and awareness of what should be done and ways people can act.  Cllr Allaway-Martin also agreed to raise these matters with FoDDC Cabinet too,.




Proposed Cllr Kay 


Seconded Cllr Ball 

On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed 

188. To agree that the Contracts Management Sub Committee being a permanent 

Committee reporting to Full Council, meeting a minimum of once a quarter 
It was proposed that this be accepted





Proposed Cllr Kay 


Seconded Cllr Ball 


On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed 

189
To agree to the recommendations of the Amenities Committee

Cllr Holloway summarised the Committee’s activities and recommendation to appoint a Contractor to undertake the work in the Cemetery to be discussed In Committee




Proposed Cllr Holloway 

Seconded Cllr Ball 


On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed 


190.
To agree to the recommendations of the Events & Marketing Committee
Cllr Penny summarised Committees activities, and gave a report on planned events and budget allocation.





Proposed Cllr Penny 

Seconded Cllr Lusty


On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed 

191. To agree to the recommendations of the Bells Implementation Committee
Recommendation to be taking In Committee





Proposed Cllr Penny 

Seconded Cllr Ball 


On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed 

192 To agree to the recommendations of the Public Safety Committee
Cllr Elmore reported on a positive and encouraging meeting with the South Western Ambulance Service Trust (SWAST) and the benefit of the ongoing dialogue with SWAST was noted 

193. To agree the recommendations of the Finance & Office Committee 


It was proposed that the recommendations be taken en bloc.




Proposed Cllr Kay
 

Seconded Cllr Lusty  


On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed 

194. To make recommendations re the grant applications from Milkwall Football Club, 

Coleford Twinning Association & Music Industry Services

Cllr Penny and Cllr Baird left the room at 7.45pm
Cllr Holloway, on behalf of the Grant Committee, reported on the 3 applications considered:

Milkwall FC grant for £2,500 approved.

Coleford Twinning Association (CBA) application was not considered appropriate for grant, as it did not meet the criteria, but was proposed that the sum of £2,000 still be granted, as it clearly fits with the Town Council 4 Year Plan, and could be awarded through alternative Town Council funds, subject to its Bank Account being opened.

Music Industry Services (MIS) grant for £2,500 awarded.




Proposed Cllr Kay
 

Seconded Cllr Lusty  

On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed
Cllrs Penny and Cllr Baird re-entered the room at 7.55pm 

195. To note the decisions of the Planning Committee. 

The planning decisions were noted 

196. To have an update on the proposed changes at Lakers School 

Cllr Ball raised further concerns about the overall standards at the School, and its future impact on key stages of pupils. General agreement that Government cuts were driving some of the effects on the Schools funding, resources, etc. Proposals to raise the issues through a range of formal channels, acknowledging that Mark Harper, MP was already aware and had been invited to a meeting.  A meeting was further suggested as a way forward, also inviting the Chair of Governors and Head of Lakers School, with the Public present too.  
A letter, raising the Council’s concerns was also proposed to be sent to the Government’s Education Minister, the Shadow Education Minister, the Count Council Education Committee, West Dean Council, Laker’s Chair of Governors and Head.

 
Proposed Cllr Kay
 

Seconded Cllr Holloway

On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed
197. To note the report from the Coleford Twinning Association
Cllr Baird summarised the activities since last meeting, and a summary note was provided.  Key events that are planned this year are a Veteran’s Football Event and a Youth visit to St Hilaire de Riez
Cllr James left the meeting at 812pm

198. To note the minutes of and hear report from the NDP Steering Group.

Cllr Baird reported that the NDP Draft Submission had now been completed, and that it was imperative for all Councillors to read, feedback, as well as attend the Public Meeting scheduled for Saturday 11 March.  Cllr Ball gave his apologies in advance, but would feedback once a copy was available. 

It was acknowledged that ND Plan would then ultimately be owned by the Town Council, and should therefore be fully understood at this key stage with any changes noted and raised.  This was fully noted.

Cllr Hale left the meeting 8.20pm
198. To note reports from members (for information only)

Cllr Kay 


14 February 

Meeting at Bells, re Civic Dinner


15
February

Meeting re CAB


15
February

TIC pm


18 February

Meeting Coleford Town FC


18 February 

Sealed Knot, Battle of Coleford


18 February

Civic Dinner


19 February

French Visitors


20 February

French Visitors depart


23 February

Forest Forum


24 February

TIC pm


25 February

Headstone testing training


Cllr Penny 


31 January

Meeting with Bob Smith, re Hidden Heritage App.


1 February

TIC Volunteer engagement session


2 February

Stroud for GRCC Funding seminar re Bells Field

3 February 

TIC Volunteer engagement session

6 February

Christmas Lights committee meeting

7 February

Bells sponsorship workshop

9 February

 Walking Festival meeting

13 February

Meeting: M McAllister & T Davies: FOD&WV Tourism Association

14 February

Meeting with Neal Harden (FOD Scout movement) re St George's Day

14 February

Meeting with Bells Hotel re Civic Dinner

14 February

Walking Festival Meeting

15 February

Meeting with FOD CAB re SLA agreement

15 February

Meeting with Rob Merry re Coleford Town FC

16 February

Meeting with Paula Burrows/Wendy Jackson re Coleford Regeneration

16 February

Meeting with Rev. Sarah Bick re St George's Day Parade

18 February

Sealed Knot Event

18 February

Mayors Charity Dinner

19 February

Hosting partners from St Hillaire de Riez

21 February

Meeting with S Mitchel (Business in the Community) re Bells Field
23 February

Interviews for TIC Administration Assistant post

27 February - 
Attended meeting with Chepstow Town Council re future of their TIC


Cllr Allaway – Martin 


17 January

Full Council Budget meeting

18 January

2nd Homeless Prevention Forum FODDC

19 January

Members briefing, Cabinet meeting, Full Council Budget meeting

23 January

Pre Cabinet briefing FoDDC

26 January 

Joint staff committee and Domestic Abuse forum FoDDC

27 January 

Great Oaks Hospice CTC

30 January

Great Oaks Hospice, pre Cabinet meeting CTC and FoDDC

31 January

Planning training FoDDC


1   February

1st ¾ Performance management meeting FoDDC

2   February

GRCC Conference Stroud CTC & housing review meeting FoDDC
3   February

CAB meeting trustees CTC and FoDDC

9   February

Press briefing/comms. FoDDC

10 February

Glos. Homes and Community partnership Conference FoDDC

11 February 

GCC briefing and NDP dates CTC


13 February

Pre cabinet and Performance & Value for money review Panel FoDDC

14 February

Portfolio meeting and Planning Committee CTC and FoDDC

15 February

CAB meeting CTC

16 February

Portfolio and Cabinet meeting FoDDC

18 February

Battle of Coleford and Civic Dinner CTC


20 February

Estates briefing  and Syrian refugees housing FoDDC

21 February

Finance and Office meeting CTC

22 February 

Grant Application meeting CTC Housing paper meeting FoDDC

23 February

Great Oaks Hospice and Full Council CTC and FoDDC

24 February

Surgery MH

25 February

Training, topple testing CTC

27 February

Pre cabinet and transport review FoDDC and CTC. 


Cllr C Elsmore 

6   February

SCAP Bandstand

10 February
 
Health Care Meeting


13 February

Public Safety (Ambulance Report)


13 February

Performance and value for money scrutiny


15 February

NDP Meeting


16 February

Cabinet Meeting FoDDC


16 February

CAP Meeting


17 February

Highways meeting


20 February

Twinning AGM Meeting and French Conversation Session


21 February

Full Council FoDDC



24 February

Health Centre Participation Group


25 February

Topple Testing Training

 
27 February

Coleford Area Partnership


Cllr E Elsmore


10 February
 
Health Care Meeting


13 February

Public Safety Meeting (Ambulance Report)


13 February

Performance and value for money scrutiny


20 February

Twinning AGM Meeting French Conversation Session


21 February

Full Council FoDDC



24 February

Health Centre Participation Group


27 February

Coleford Area Partnership


Cllr Ball 


18 February

Mayor’s Charity Dinner

February

Youth Service Embedding Meeting


Cllr Baird


February

Various Twinning and NDP Meetings

Cllr Holloway

18 February

Mayor’s Civic Dinner


23
February 

Topple Testing Training

February

Audit Meetings

199. To note the Clerks Report


The Clerks report was noted 

200. To note correspondence (for information only, see attached list)

The correspondence was noted.
In Committee
201. To agree the recommendations of the Finance & Office Committee 
It was proposed that the committee report be accepted 





Proposed Cllr Kay 

Seconded Cllr Lusty 


On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed 

202. To agree to the recommendations re the Bells Implementation Committee

It was proposed that the committee report be accepted 





Proposed Cllr Penny 

Seconded Cllr Ball 


On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed 

203. To agree to the recommendations of the Amenities Committee
It was proposed that the committee report be accepted 





Proposed Cllr Holloway 

Seconded Cllr Thompson 


On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed 

204. To agree to the appointment of the new member of staff
It was proposed that the new member of staff be appointed 





Proposed Cllr Penny 

Seconded Cllr Kay 


On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed 
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